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and the wholehearted kindness he displayed to all
sufferings and misfortunes. Everyone foresaw a
kindly reign and longed for its coming; reformers
and devout prayed for it alike; and he united
round his head promises as numerous as diverse.

So the announcement of a serious malady threat-
ening the Dauphin's life roused heart-felt emotion
throughout the country. Louis XV bore his
sufferings with great strength of mind; he bowed
before the Divine Will, restraining his tears, and
consoled Marie-Josephe, who was sunk in the
depths of despair, and Marie Leczinska, and the
princesses whose anguished countenances were
painful to see. He followed the progress of the
evil, tenderly examining his son, consulting doc-
tors, and admiring the Dauphin's Christian humility,
his resignation and his faith, as shown when he
said to Adelaide to allay her grief: Cfl cannot tell
you how glad I am to be the first to go, I am
sorry to be leaving you, but I am glad not to be
remaining after you/'

Through the slow twenty-four hours' agony the
royal family was not allowed to be present; and
they passed bitter hours waiting for the inevitable
end.

Countless letters show how sincerely afflicted
Louis XV was, and discount the idea of his
indifference.

The sadness of the funeral ceremonies once
passed, the king did all he could to surround
Marie-Josephe of Saxony "with special love and
friendship; he appreciated her exquisite sensitive